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On the XJfe of Oil of Tobacco in the Cure of Cancers ; in a letter 
from Rev. ZEPHANIAH WILLIS, of Kingjlon, to Rev. JO- 
SEPH WILLARD, D.D. L.L.D. F.A.A. 

Kingflon^ January 13//&, 1786. 

REV. SIR, 

J\S every difcovery tending to the cure of cancers may 
be of importance, efpecially to thofe who have the misfortune 
to be vifited with this dreadful difeafe, the following cure may 
pofubly be deemed worthy of notice. 

Jonathan Holmes, of this town, is aged 77, defcended from 
a family which has been remarkably fubje<5t to cancers. 
About 25 years fince, an eruption appeared near the otiter cor- 
ner of his left eye, which continued to increafe till it appeared 
to be a confirmed cancer. He made application to a French 
furgeon then in the country, who profeffed fkill in fuch cafes, 
and had it taken out ; and after fubmitting to a long and fevere 
courfe of phytic, appeared to have obtained a perfect cure. 

About five years fince, a fimilar eruption appeared under 
his right eye ; it continued to increafe (lowly, attended with 
the ufual fymptoms of a cancer, for about four years. During 
this period, he applied to a furgeon to have it extracted ; but 
being near the eye, he refufed to operate, left it fhould deftroy 
his eye and haften his difTolution. • After this, it increafed 
very faft, difcharging a virulent humour, and having confider- 
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ably large excrefcences, denoting it to be a cancer of the rofe 
kind. 

That fondnefs for life which is natural to all, and the dread 
of falling a facrifi.ee by this moft terrible of all executioners, 
together with fome hints received upon the fubjec% prompted 
him to try the following experiment. Being himfelf a fmoker 
of tobacco, he practiced filling his pipe with flrong tobacco 
and fmoking it part out, applied a thin linen rag over the top 
of the bowl, and putting it. to his mouth, blew the fmoke. 
through the ftem ; by which a fmall quantity of oil was ex- 
pelled with the, fmoke. By repeatedly blowing, a confidera- 
ble number of drops of this oil were eafily collected, which 
he applied to the cancer, both with his finger and by wetting 
lint with it and laying it on. This oil being of a very p\m- 
gent nature, caufed a very flrong fenfation. But a very few 
applications produced an evident alteration for the better. 
He continued the application morning and evening, and at 
other convenient feafons, attended with fxmilar effects, for fix 
weeks or two months ; at the expiration of which, the cancer 
was entirely healed, with a very little fear remaining. 

In the firft experiment which he made to extract the oil, 
which was with a. new pipe, he found that, the oil was almoft 
wholly abforbed by the ftem. To prevent this, breaking off 
the ftem, he joined a wooden one, perforated in the fame 
manner : this he found did not abforb the oil, and that with 
a very little trouble a fufficient quantity was obtained* 
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Whether this fimple cafe be worth communicating, is hum- 
bly fubmitted by your 

moft obedient, 

refpectful fervant, 

ZEPHANIAH WILLIS, 
The Rev. Joseph Willard, D.D. 
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